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sented themselves to my observation so peculiar
in form and materials, and of such high an-
tiquity, as to leave no doubt in my own mind of
their being the fragments of buildings constructed
in the earliest ages. On the south-east front of
the newly-erected outer walls of the city, in
sinking the ditch before them to the depth of
twenty feet below the level of the present soil,
the foundations of buildings were exposed to
view, apparently of private dwellings of the
humblest order, as they were not more than from
ten to twelve feet square, with small door-ways
and passages leading from one to the other. As
we obtained admittance into the ditch for the
purpose of examining these remains more closely,
we found the materials of which they were origi-
nally constructed to be a highly-burnt brick,
with a mixture of cement and sand as well as
small portions of stone in some parts, the whole
so firmly bound together by age and the strongly
adhesive power of the cement used, as to form
one solid mass. As the walls were of some thick-
ness, though the apartments they enclosed were
small, they offered an excellent material for
building, and portions of it had been used in the
foundations of the outer walls of the fort, iu iJs-
same way as fragments of the old Greek city
have been applied to the building of the fortifi-
cations before the modern Alexandria,